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SUBJECT: MIG-MAINTENANCE AND THE CONGRESS 
REF: (A) STATE 218661, (B) ROME 14672 

1 . ON MORNING SEPTEMBER 14, DCM BRIEFED THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S DIPLOMATIC ADVISER LA ROCCA ON SUBJECT 
DESCRIBED REF A. LAROCCA THANKED US FOR ADVANCE WARNING 
ON THE HEARINGS, SAID HE WOULD BRIEF THE PRIME MINISTER 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT ITALY'S 
POTENTIAL INVOLVEMENT WILL NOT BECOME PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE. 

2. REFERRING TO DCM S SEPTEMBER 7 REQUEST (REFTEL B) 

FOR THE PRIME MINISTER'S APPROVAL FOR THE GE/LOCKHEED 
TEAM'S APPROACH TO ALFA-ROMEO AND FIAT, LA ROCCA SAID 
HE HAD NOT YET HEARD BACK FROM THE PRIME MINISTER. HE 
EXPLAINED THAT ANDREOTTI HAS BEEN INTENSIVELY SCHEDULED 
DURING THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS, PARTICULARLY NOW, AS THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY AND SEVERAL LAY PARTIES ARE ATTEMPTING 
TO FORCE THE RESIGNATION OF DEFENSE MINISTER LATTANZIO. 

DCM TOOK OCCASION TO BRIEF LA ROCCA ON THE GE/LOCKHEED 
TEAM'S ACTIVITIES SINCE ARRIVAL IN ITALY. UNDERLINING 
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THAT NO MEMBER OF THE TEAM HAS YET MADE MENTION OF 
THE MIG MAINTENANCE PROJECT TO ANY ITALIAN COMMERCIAL 
CONTACT, DCM EXPLAINED THAT AS A RESULT OF NORMAL 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN ON THE ONE HAND LOCKHEED 
AND AERITALIA/AERMACCHI, AND ON THE OTHER HAND BETWEEN 
GE AND FIAT/ALFA ROMEO, THE TEAM HAD BEEN ABLE TO ASSESS 
THE AIRFRAME AND ENGINE OVERHAUL CAPABILITIES OF THE 
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ITALIAN COMPANIES CONTEMPLATED. AS A RESULT, DCM WAS 
ABLE TO REPORT THE FOLLOWING TO LAROCCA: (A) AN 
APPROACH TO FIAT IS NO LONGER NECESSARY, SINCE THE ALFA- 
ROMEO PLANT IN NAPLES HAS THE FACILITIES AND EXCESS 
CAPACITY TO OVERHAUL THE MIG-21 ENGINES; (B) AERITALIA 
HAS THE CAPABILITY TO OVERHAUL MIG-21 AIRFRAMES IN 
NAPLES OR TURIN; (C) AERMACCHI IS CAPABLE OF BUILDING 
AIRFRAME SPARE PARTS ONLY. 

3. DCM SUGGESTED THAT DROPPING FIAT AS A POTENTIAL 
CONTRACTOR MIGHT FACILITATE THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT'S 
DECISION ON THIS QUESTION. LA ROCCA READILY AGREED 
AND PROMISED TO BRING THE PRIME MINISTER UP-TO-DATE AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH A VIEW TO EXPEDITING OUR DESIRED 
APPROACH. 

4. WE DRAW TO YOUR ATTENTION SEPTEMBER 1 1 ARTICLE 
IN THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH, ENTITLED "BRITISH TO REPAIR 
MIG JETS", BY DEREK WOOD, WHICH DESCRIBES IN SOME DETAIL 
A "MULTI-MILLION POUND DEAL" FOR BRITISH AEROSPACE AND 
OLLS ROYCE TO "OVERHAUL AND REFURBISH MIG-21 PLANES, 

WHICH FORM THE BACKBONE OF EGYPT'S AIR DEFENCES". IF 

DAILY TELEGRAPH STORY IS ACCURATE, COLONEL O'MALLEY BELIEVES 
THAT THE LOCKHEED AND GE MEMBERS OF HIS TEAM WILL BE 
RELUCTANT TO PURSUE THIS PROJECT WITH POTENTIAL 
ITALIAN CONTRACTORS. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST. GARDNER 
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